
Identifying Instruments 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
1. Backhaus Towel clamp.  Used to secure the surgery 

drape to the patient’s skin. 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

2. Curved Kelly Hemostat.  Used to clamp blood vessels 
of to control bleeding, while they are being tied off with 
suture material.  There are small ridges that run cross-
ways on the inside surface of the clamp, and the end is 
curved.  Comes with or without red rubber handle. 

 
 
  

 
 
 
 

 
3. Straight Kelly hemostat.  Used to clamp blood 

vessels of to control bleeding, while they are being tied 
off with suture material.  There are small ridges that run 
cross-ways on the inside surface of the clamp.  Comes 
with or without blue rubber handle. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
  
4. Mosquito hemostat.  Used to clamp small blood 

vessels of to control bleeding, which may or may not be 
tied off with suture material.  There are small ridges that 
run cross-ways on the inside surface of the clamp.  
Mosquitos can have straight or curved tips. 

 
 



5. Snook Spay Hook.  Used to bring the uterus out of the belly to be surgically removed. 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  
6. Scalpel Blade Handle.  A new sterile scalpel blade is attached to this handle for each surgery.  

After surgery during instrument clean-up, the blade is removed safely using a Kelly Hemostat and 
placed in the sharps container. 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
7. Brown Adson Tissue Forceps.  They look like tweezers and are used to held tissues without 

causing trauma.  There are small cross-ways ridges but no teeth on the inside surface of the tips. 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8. Adson Rat Tooth Tissue Forceps.  They look like tweezers and are used to held tissues that 

are slippery and harder to hold onto.  There are interlocking teeth on the inside surface of the tips. 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
9. Olsen-Hagar Needle Holders.  These not only 

hold the needles for suturing tissues, but also 
have tiny scissors in them for trimming sutures. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  
10. Mayo Scissors.  These are for cutting tougher 

tissues, and are heavier than Metzenbaum 
scissors.  They can have straight or curved tips.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
11. Metzenbaum Scissors.  These are very sharp 

scissors for cutting more delicate tissues.  They 
are more slender than Mayo scissors and may 
have curved or straight tips. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
12. Angiotribe.  These special forceps  have a 

lengthwise tongue and groove in them, and are 
used for crushing the fat around the artery 
supplying blood to the ovaries in very fat dogs, 
so that the arteries can be isolated and safely 
tied off with sutures. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



 
 
 
13. Rochester Carmalt Forceps.  These are larger than 

Kelly Hemostats, and have lengthwise ridges on the 
inner surfaces of the tips.  Tips can be straight or 
curved.  They are for clamping larger blood vessels 
prior to tying off with suture material.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
14. Allis Tissue Forceps.  These are used to hold 

tissues that are going to be removed, or very fibrous 
tissues that would not be damaged by applying a 
clamp to them.  They triangular, jaw-like tips.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
15. Cutting Surgery Needles.  This curved surgery needle has 

a triangular shaped tip, for more easily passing through 
fibrous tissues such as skin.   

 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
16. Taper Surgery Needles.  This curved surgery needle is 

round in shape, for less traumatically passing through 
delicate tissues.  


