
Assembling/Wrapping Surgery Packs and Instruments 
 
 

1. Gather supplies.  Instruments are cleaned and processed after surgery, and huck towels are laundered by a tech 
or trained volunteer. Refer to the Instrument Identification handout as needed to identify instruments.  As you add 
instruments and gauze to the pack, verify that they are completely clean of blood, tissue and other debris. 

  
Other supplies you will need: 

a. Box of disposable drape material. 
b. Scissors. 
c. Measuring tape or yard stick. 
d. surgical gauze 4x4. 
e. autoclave tape 
f. permanent magic marker 
g. you may need various surgical instruments if they have been discarded and are missing from a pack. 

 
2. Measure and cut disposable drape material for drape  and pack wrap.   Each pack will need one drape and 

one pack wrap. 
 

a. All pack wraps and neuter pack drapes are 19-inches  x 19-inches.   
i. Measure out 19 inches of disposable surgical drape material, and cut (see below).   

--Make sure you leave enough drape material sticking out of the box so that it doesn’t fall back 
into the box. 
--The top of the box is 18 inches long, so you can use it to measure.  Pull the drape up over the 
top of the box, extending 1 inch past the top back edge, and cut at the top front edge. 
--The piece you just cut is 19 inches x 38 inches.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ii. Fold the piece in half and cut into two 19-
inch squares (see right).   

 
b. Spay pack drapes are 24-inches x 38 inches.   

Measure out and cut 24-inches of drape material 
from the box (see above). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



3. Wrap the instruments. 
 

a. Place a clean huck towel  diagonally on your working service (see below left).  This will act as the 
instrument wrap.  The towels come in different shapes and sizes.  If a rectangular towel, fold one of the 
short ends over to make the towel approximately square (see below right). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

b. Neuter Pack (12 instruments, 4 needles, 10 
gauze) .   

i. Place all instruments in the neuter pack 
except the 2 Backhaus towel clamps in the 
center of the huck towel instrument wrap 
(see right).  You should have 10 instruments 
in your pack at this point. 

1. Olsen Hegar needle holders 
2. Mayo scissors 
3. 6 hemostats – at least 4 Kelly 

(curved or straight), and up to 2 
Mosquitos 

4. Brown-Adson issue forceps 
5. Scalpel blade handle 

ii. Place 10 4x4 gauze sponges (divide into 2 
stacks of 5 if desired) over the instruments 
(see left and below) 

iii. In one of the gauze stacks, place 2 cutting needles and 2 taper needles .  Mark that gauze with 
a piece of autoclave tape marked “NEEDLES”.  This tape will serve as a “sterile indicator” for the 
center of the pack (see below). 

iv. Place 2 Backhaus towel clamps  on top of the gauze, making sure they are clamped to one 
notch/click (see right and below).  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
v. Fold the top corner of the huck towel instrument wrap down (see left and below). 
vi. Fold each side in, tucking the corners snug like wrapping a present (see center and below, then 

right and below). 
 

 
vii. Fold the bottom corner up, and tuck in like an envelope, leaving a tab out for easy opening by the 

surgeon (see below). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

c. Spay Pack (20 instruments, 4 needles, 20 gauze) 
i. Thread the 12 handled instruments onto the Snook spay hook .  It works best if you start with the 

largest and work down to the smallest.  Make sure all instruments are “latched closed” at one 
notch/click before threading onto the hook (see right). 

1. Olsen-Hegar needle holders 
2. Angiotribe 
3. Rochester Carmalt hemostat 
4. Allis Tissue Forceps 
5. Metzenbaum scissors 
6. Mayo scissors 
7. 2 curved Kelly hemostats 
8. 2 straight Kelly hemostats 
9. 1 straight Kelly or Mosquito 

hemostat 
10. 1 curved Kelly or Mosquito 

hemostat 
 
 
 
 

 



ii. Place the instruments on the hook in the center of the huck towel instrument wrap, and spread 
out so that they lay fairly flat (see left and below). 

iii. Place the scalpel blade handle at the left end of the instruments, and the Brown-Adson forceps 
and Rat Tooth forceps at the right of the instruments (see right and below). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

iv. Place 20 4x4 gauze sponges (2 stacks of 10) over the instruments (see left and below) 
v. In one of the gauze stacks, place 2 cutting needles and 2 taper needles .  Mark that gauze with 

a piece of autoclave tape marked “NEEDLES”.  This tape will serve as a “sterile indicator” for the 
center of the pack (see below). 

vi. Place 4 Backhaus towel clamps  on top of the gauze, making sure they are clamped to one 
notch/click (see right and below).  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

vii. Fold the top corner of the huck towel instrument wrap down (see left and below). 
viii. Fold each side in, tucking the corners snug like wrapping a present (see center and below, then 

right and below). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ix. Fold the bottom corner up, and tuck in like an envelope, leaving a tab out for easy opening by the 
surgeon (see below). 

 
 
                                                             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. Folding the Surgery Drape. 
a. Fold the drape in half lengthwise (spay drape pictured left and below, neuter drape pictured right and 

below). 
  

b. Fold each side of the drape lengthwise again, in accordion fashion (spay drape pictured directly below, 
neuter drape pictured in two stages below that). 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



c. Fold the drape over short end to short end (spay drape pictured left and below, neuter drape pictured 
right and below). 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
d. Fold the drape short end to short end in an accordian fashion end (spay drape pictured left and below, 

neuter drape pictured right and below). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
5. Wrapping the Pack. 

a. Place a 19-inch x 19-inch pack wrap diagonally on 
the working surface. 

b. Place the wrapped instruments in the center of 
the pack wrap. 

c. Place a folded drape on top of the instruments.  
Make sure a neuter pack is topped with a neuter 
drape, and a spay pack topped with a spay drape. 

d. Place a folded huck towel for the surgeon to dry 
washed hands on top of the folded drape (see 
right).   

e. Fold the top corner of the pack wrap down (see 
left and on the next page). 

f. Fold each side in, tucking the corners snug like 
wrapping a present (see center on the next page, 
then right and on the next page). 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
g. Fold the bottom corner up, and tuck in like an envelope, leaving a tab out for easy opening (see below). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

h. Apply autoclave tape around the center of the pack, as pictured below.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

i. Label the pack on the pack (see right): 
i. Initials of the person who wrapped the pack. 
ii. Type of pack. 
iii. Date. 
iv. Comments indicating any irregularities in the pack 

(something missing, etc.) 
 

j. The pack is now ready for autoclaving. 
 


